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It may be they will preſent their 
Supphcation before the Lord, and 
will return every one from his evil 


N E are by Authority called toge- 
N 701 ther upon a very ſolemn and 
7 1 veighty Occaſion: By Faſting 
and Prayers to humble ourſelves 
before God for our own Sins, and thoſe of 
the Nation, of which we are a Part; to im- 
plore His farther Protection and Blefling; 
and particularly that He would fight our 
Battles for us, and proſper our Arms, both 
by Land and Sea, againſt our Enemies. 


| * 
/ " 
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Ovk Gtacious King hath thought it ne- 


ceſſary for the Honour of his Crown, and 
the Good of his Subjects, to declare War a- 
gainſt Spain; having not been able by paci- 
fick Methods, though long tried, to ſecure 
our rightful Claims and Property; And that 
we may ſucceed the better in an Enterprize 
of ſo great Conſequence, in the Iflue of 
which the Intereſt, both Civil and Religious, 
of every Subject of Great Britain is ſo nears 
ly concerned ; we are now afſembled, with 
the reſt of the Nation, to acknowledge God; 
and by Repentance and Humiliation, attend- 
ed with Amendment of Life, to look: up to 
that Great Being, who ſuperintends all human 
Affairs, and earneſtly to ſeek His continued 


Aſſiſtance 1 Favour. 


Now * as much own ders i 6 
Providence as that there is a God; and are 
the fartheſt from thinking ſo unworthily 
of the Supreme Being, who is King of 
Nations, and Lord of Worlds, and to whom ; 
belongs the Sovereign Diſpoſal of all Events: 


I fay, fince- we are far from concluding of 
God as the Stoicùs and Epicurians did, two 
4 Sects 


(5) 

Befts of Philoſophers. with whom St. Paul 
reaſoned when at Athens, who repreſent. 
Him as a Being that ſitteth idle, and will 
not intermeddle with any thing that paſſes 
here below, for Fear of diſturbing His 
Eaſe, and interrupting his Felicity, But, on 
the contrary, profeſs to believe, that the 
greater and leſſer Affairs of the World are 
under the Divine Cognizance and Manage- 
ment: Therefore we act becoming our 
Character, like Men, and like Chriſtians, 
when we acknowledge God in all our Ways, 
whether Perſonal, Family, or Publick; and 
ſeek His Direction, Concurrence, and Bleſ- 
fing, eſpecially with Reference to any Event 
big with Importance: As, that the preſent 
War may happily determine, and be pro- 
ductive of a fafe, an honourable, and a 
laſting Peace. 


To eyp a Providence, has been Fn 
ſtant Practice of good Men in all Ages of 
the World : They have done it in their 
Cloſets; and with their Families in the 
lefſer Occurrences of Life; and more pu- 
blickly too, when any grand Affair has 
been 


(6s) 
been depending, as that on which we are 
now aſſembled : And great Reaſon and great 
Encouragement we have, from the Example 
and Succeſs of others, to unite our Requeſts 
at the Throne of Grace; and to hope; if we 
are ſincere, for merciful Returns to our 
Prayers: Since, if the very Hairs of our 
Head are all numbered, and not ſo much 
as a Sparrow falls to the Ground, or dies, 
without the Knowledge and Permiſfion of 
our Father in Heaven; that He who is Lord 
of Hoſts, or of Armies, will much more 
concern Himſelf about the vaſtly more im- 
portant Iſſues of Peace or War, on which 
not only ſo many Lives, but the Welfare of | 


Kingdoms ſo much depends. 


Kings and Princes, the Rulers and great 
Men of the Earth, who have thouſands and 
ten thouſands under their Command, have, 
we find, often ſet apart Days of publick 
Faſting and Prayer on ſuch Occaſions as this; 
and the Event has proved it very happy they 
did ſo. The Children of 1/-ae/, we read; 
ſo early as in the Time of the Judges, - be- 
fore they had any King, came into the Houſe 


of God, they, and all the People, and 1 
an 


(7 y 
and ſat there before the Lord, ana faſted that- 
Day until Even, and offered Burnt-offerings 
and Peace- offerings before the Lord. And 
God was propitious to them, and their Ene- 
mies were ſmitten before them, Judges xx. 
26. This was alſo the Practice of Samuel, 
of David, Ezra, Nehemiab, Daniel; and 1 
might mention a much greater Example till, 
that of Jeſus, who retired from the World; 
and ſpent forty Days and forty Nights in 
the Wilderneſs," in Faſting and Prayer, and 
and holy Meditation---an Example indeed 
which we are not to pretend to imitate, as 
to the Length of Time, our Nature not be- 
ing able to ſupport under it ; but in other 
Reſpects worthy our Imitation. 


To encourage us in Work of this Kind, 
thoſe Words of Ezre are much to our Pur- 
poſe, Ezra viii. 21--23. Then I proclaimed a 
Faſt, that wwe might afflift ourſelves before our 
God, to ſeek of him a right Way for us, for 
our little ones, and for all our Subſtance ; fo 
we faſted, and beſought our God, and he was 
intreated of us. The Words of the Text al- 
ſq are very encouraging: They relate to a ſo- 


lemn 


(8) 
lemn Faſt proclaimed by the Prophet Jere- 
miab, of which we have an Account in this 
Chapter. They were ſpoken by Baruch on 


the Faft-day, and plainly point out to us what 


is our proper Nuſineſs on this, namely, to pre- 


ſent our ſerious Prayers to God, and every one 
to reform what he knows amiſs in himſelf; 
which, if we do, they carry in them a ta- 
cit Intimation that God will be farther gra- 
cious to us: But if Confeſſion of Sin, and 
Reformation go not together, we have Rea- 
ſon to fear the Threatning in the latter Part 
of the Verſe will be executed upon us, as it 


was afterwards againſt the Iſraehtes very 


ſeverely. For great is the Anger and the 


Fury that the Lord hath — againſt 
this People. | 


To mock God is always to deceive our- 
ſelves in the worſt Senſe---as when we faſt in, 
outward Appearance only, or barely to be 


ſeen of Men; when we do it in an hypocri- 


tical Manner, or to gain worldly Applauſe, 
or to be thought better than our Neighbours; 


when our Religion is all Pretence, and has 
no Reality; and it is worſe ſtill, when we. 


faſt 


(By 
faſt for Strife and Debate, and want Charity 
' amongſt ourſelves ; God fays of ſuch Perſons, 
When. ye at all faſt, it is not unto me; and 
when ye thus faſt, I uill not bear, Jer. xiv. 
12. It is not a Party Matter that we are 
now concerned about, but the Intereſt of 
the whole Nation, conſidered as a Nation, 
lies at Stake; and the Reſult of this Day's 
Tranſactions, according as they are well or 
ill managed, may, for ought we know, de- 
termine the good or ill Succeſs of this War- 
Should we not then unite our Affections as 
one Man, and preſent our Supplications un- 
to the Lord, which if we do, as is here inti- 
mated, we ſhall reform our Lives. And if 
the Inhabitants of theſe Lands would but en- 
ter upon a thorough Reformation, and make 
ſome Progreſs in that, my Text would prove 
it to be an incomparable Omen that we 
ſhould yet be a moſt flouriſhing and happy 
People, 


From God's Dealings with his People of 
old, the Jeus, his elect, peculiar, and fa- 
vourite People, we may learn what is likely 
to be our own Caſe, as we obey, or con- 
temn his Orders. God by his Prophet, in 
| B this 
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this and the foregoing Chapters, after ma- 
ny ſevere Denunciations, proceeds to more 
mild and alluring Methods, that He might 
work upon their Hopes and Fears together, 
by the conjun& Declarations of Judgment 
to the Impenitent, and Mercy to others of a 
better Stamp. And if neither the Threat- 
nings of his Word, nor the Promiſes of it, 
will prove ſufficient Inducements to Virtue 
and Goodneſs, then He is, as it were, for- 
ced to take the Rod in his Hand, and to try 
what Severity will do. 


- Tur Faſt here appointed had not its de- 
ſired Effects. The King, and the People of 
Tjrael, ſtill remained incorrigible ; they con- 
tinued in their Vices; were deaf to all the 
good Inſtructions and Warnings given them 
by the Prophet, who was ſent with Meſſage 
after Meſſage to them; and therefore God, 
to humble them, delivered them into Capti- 


vity, and gave them into the Hands of their 


Enemies: A loud Call to us in theſe Nations, 
what we ought to take a ſerious Notice of, 
and which God grant may never be our own 


unhappy Circumſtances, 
THE 


(II) 
Tux Caſe is weighty, and the Application | 
ſuitable. It contains a Repreſentation of this 
Peoples Condition: Miſerable it was; for 
they were become a ſadly fallen and degene- 
rate People : A very lamentable Caſe indeed, 
when a People of the choiceſt Privileges, as 
the Hraelites were, are become a fallen Peo- 
ple---miſerum & fuiſſe felicem. It is a great 
Aggravation both of the Sin and Miſery of a- 
ny People, firſt to be exalted to Heaven by 
divine Conceſſions , and then to be depreſſed, 
as it were, to Hell, by their own Defectione. 
| Now. this was exactly the Caſe of the Peo- 
ple before us. Here is alſo the Cauſe of that 
calamitous State mentioned. They brought 
all this Miſery upon themſelves by their Ini- 
quities. Prevailing Sin, unrepented of, will 
be the Ruin, by Degrees, of the moſt flou- 
riſhing People in the World. It was fo 
of the Roman Empire, and very particularly 
of the Jeuiſb Nation. The only Way to 
prevent this, or the only Caſe that can be 
propounded for the Relief of a ſinful Peo- 
ple is Humiliation, earneſt ſeeking to God, 
and Amendment of Heart and Life; and 


9 this appears (and God only knows 
B 2 what 
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what is the Frame of every Soul, and what 


its Reſolutions with reſpect to aue Conduct 
in this Aſſembly, and every other through 
out the Kingdom) it is the beſt Evidence 
that we can have of further Favour; there- 


fore is that good Advice given, Ezek. xvili, 
30. Nepent, and turn yourſelves from all your 
Tranſgreffions, fo Iniquity ſhall not be your 
Ruin; from hence it is plain, that Iniquity 
has a Tendency to Ruin. It has been the Ru- 
in of particular Perſons and Families, the 
Ruin of Churches and Nations; the Ruin 


of one World already by Water, and it will 


be the Deſtruction of this at laſt by Fire. 
The only Way to prevent our being undone 
by Iniquity, confidered as private Perſons, 
or as Perſons joined m Society, 1s to 

and turn from it. Thus much the Text 
plainly implies, Ir may be they will preſent 
their Supplication before the Lord, and return 
every one from his evil May; intimating that 
if they did fo, they ſhould every one find 
Mercy ; but if, on the contrary, Vice and 
Wickedneſs went on generally to abound, 

great Miſery muſt ſooner or later be the cer- 


tain Conſequence. 
IT 


1 


_— WY 
Ir was, as you have heard, upon a ſo- 
lemn publick Faſt that theſe Words were 
ſpoken, they are ſo far ſuitable to the pre- 
{ent Occafion. From them I would make 
the following aſeful Remark, * *. | 


05% Prayer, or Supplication, attended 
with Reformation, is a ſpecial Means to pre- 
vent thoſe Judgments which God in his An- 
ger may be bringing on a ſinful People. # 

may be they will preſent their Supplication be- 
fore the Lord, and return every one from his 
evil Way : For great is the Anger and the Fu- 
ry that the Lord bath pronounced againſt this 
TS 


To confol our Sins, and to be humbled 
for them, to repent of, and forſake them, is 
the proper Work of a faſting Day. Andit 
would be well, if we Chriſtians, had the 
ſame lively and affecting Senſe of our Duty, 
as the Prophet Jeremiab here wiſhed, and 
recommended to the Children of Huel. Then 
it would be no longer a Doubt, or a perhaps, 
neither would it be ſaid, E may be they will 
repent, and pray, and eyery one amend his 
Own 


by 
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own evil Way; but every one would moſt 
certainly do it. And how happy would be 
the Conſequence? The Lord, Fehoveh, whoſe 
Providence ruleth over all, wha hath hither- 
to ſhewn Himſelf to be flow to Anger in 
puniſhing us, great in Power in reſtraining his 


Indignation, and full of Compaſſion towards 
us, tho a moſt ſinful and unworthy People, 
will ſtill have Thoughts of Good, and not 
of Evil concerning us, 


Wnar I farther propoſe from theſe 
Words, or the Method in which I deſign to 
treat them is this, 


I. To ſhew you what is meant by Sup- 
plication. 1 


II. What by Reformation; which are 
the two Things that lie plain in the 
Text. And then, 


III. To conclude with a proper Improve - 
ment. I begin with the firſt, 


I. Wnar 


—ͤ— — — 
_ — — —— 


bj > kn |_| y a 


5 © 


tc 


A 


ny Yv- 


(15) 

I. War is meant by Supplication ? 
And here I ſhall very much confine myſelf 
to the Context. The Word includes in it, 
I apprehend, the following Particulars :---- 
A humble Senſe of our own Wants. and 
Unworthineſs; a penitent Confeſſion of our 
Sins to God; earneſt and fervent Prayer for 
their Forgiveneſs; and Hope of Mercy. 
All which Particulars ſuppoſe a Belief of 
Providence, and a Dependence upon a gra- 
cious and merciful God. 


1. SUPPLICATION includes a humble 
Senſe of our own Wants and Unworthineſs. 
The Word ſignifies to crave Pity, and ſup- 
poſes Neceſſity and Diſtreſs, We can nei- 
ther plead Merit nor Innocence, and there- 
fore deeply ſenſible of our own Meaneſs 
and Vileneſs, we are to proftrate ourſelyes 
before God, and to plead for Mercy ; and 
to ſay, O our God, we bluſh and are aſhamed 
to lift up our Faces before Thee, our God; 
for our Iniquities are increaſed over our 
Heads, and our Treſpaſſes are grown up unto 
the Heavens, Ezra ix. 6. Agreeable alſo to 
this 8 that of the Prophet, Lam. ix. 29. He 
putteth 


—_ — 
O'S — 
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putteth his Mouth in the Duſt, if fo be 

may be Hope----So in Dan. ix. 18. 8 
incline thine Ear and bear, for wwe do not pre- 
ſent aur Supplication before Thee for our 
Righteouſneſſes, but for Thy great. Mercies. 


All which Expreſſions ſhew us that good 


Men go to the Throne of Grace, and there 
preſent their Supplications to the Lord, with 


a very deep Seli-abaſement, being conſci- 


ous of their. own, Unworthineſs of the leaſt 
of his Mercies. And thus it becomes us to 
proſtrate ourſelyes before our God, who are 
no better than ſinful Duſt and Aſhes, when- 
ever we come to beg His Favour for others, 
or ourſelves, Humility is the beſt Dreſs, 
and . the moſt. becoming, the Chriſtian can 
appear in, eſpecially when addreſſing him- 
ſelf to God in Prayer : And ſurely we muſt 
forget ourſelves, when' we wear any other. 
The Language and Behaviour, not of the 
proud boaſting Phariſee, but that of the 
poor humble Publican, ſhould be ours, 
who had ſuch a Senſe of his own Demerit, 
that he durſt not ſo much as lift up an Eye 
to Heaven, but ſmote upon his Breaſt, and 


cried out, God be merciful to me 4 Sinner. 
That's 


10D Bn ©Md© > 0D 
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That's the firſt! thing then included in the- 
Word Supplication— A hiunbie Seuſe 4 ours. 
own Wants and * — 482 
2. A penitent Confeſſion of our Sins to God, 
is another. David ſays, I will confeſs mine 
Iniquity, I will be forry for my Sin. And in 
Plalm xxxli. 5. I acknowledged my Sin unto. 
Thee, and mine. Iniquity hays 1 uot, hid; L 
ſaid, I will confeſs-my Tranſgreſſions unto the 
Lord, and thou forgaveſh thei Iuquity f myr 
Sin. You hence ſee; what a. good Effect 
this humble penitent .Confefſion had; it 
ended in a free and full-Pardon. "The Sa- 
crifices of God are a broken and contrite 
Spirit, a broken  angepontrite Heart, O God, 
thou wilt not deſpiſe. o the ſame Purpoſe 
it is ſaid in the Praphet»Foremiab, Jer. xiv. 
20. We acknowledge, O Lord, our Wicked- 
neſs, and the Iniquity of our Fathers, for "we 
| have ſinned againſt» Thee. Our Confeſſion of 
Sin on ſach an Occaſton as this, ſhould more 
particularly reſpect National Sins; and thoſe 
are National Sins, which are moſt practiſed, 
and longeſt continued amongſt a People. 
Unto Confeſſion we are to add Humiliation 


CE 
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with thoſe of the Nation, who excel the 


(1s) 
of Soul; For God ſays, Unto this Man will 
F hook, who is of a humble and contrite Spirit, 
and who trembles at my Nord. Ezra con- 
feſſed his own Sins with thoſe of his People, 
weeping, and caſting himſelf” down before the 
Houſe of God. Daniel covered himſelf with 
Sackcloth and Aſhes, when he made that 
ſolemn Supplication, recorded in the ninth 
Chapter of his Prophecy. And ſhall not we 
with a true Penitence, confeſs our own Sins 


Jeus themſelves in Privileges, and if poſſible 
have outdone them in finning, and an un- 
grateful Behaviour towards God ? 


3. To preſent our Supplication before the 
Lord includes a fervent and earneſt Crying 
to Him for Mercy. This is often joined 
with Supplication, as in E/. xxx. 2. Icryd 7} 
wnto the Lord; and unt the Lord I made my ij 
Supplication ; and elſewhere, Hear the Voice © 
of my Sufplication when I cry unto Thee, 
Pſ. xxviii, 2, Crying unto God is more 
than a bare Calling upon Him : Cold Prayers 
beſpeak a Denial. Tis the effectual fervent 
Prayer of the righteous Man that availeth 
much, 


(. 19 ) 
much. Our Bleſſed Saviour is ſaid in the 
Days of His Fleſh to offer up Prayers and 
Supplications to God, with ſtrong Crying and 
Tears, Heb. v. 7. Crying in this Senſe of 
the Word ſignifies Earneftneſs and Importu- 
nity: So far is it from Indifference, whe- 
ther we ſucceed in our Requeſts or not. 


Ao let that be remembered, if we would 
have merciful Anſwers returned to our 
Prayers, they muſt not only proceed from 
the Sincerity and Deyotion of the Heart, 
but muſt be offered up to God in the Name 
of our Lord Feſus Chriſt, the one Mediator 
between God and Man: For the Rule is 
this, Col. iu. 17. Whatſoever ye do in Word 
or Deed, db all in the Name of the Lord 


| Jeſus, giving Thanks to God and the Father 


by Him. Our Perſons and Services can only 
be accepted through the Beloved. I would 
only add under this Head of Diſcourſe, 


4. Supplication includes Hope of Mercy. 
It is this that puts an Edge upon our 
Prayers, and without it we ſhould want 


every proper Motive and Encouragement” to 
»C 2 the 


( 20 ) 
the Diſcharge of this Part of our Duty, 
Therefore the Prophet Daniel, in his earneſt 
Pleadings with God, in Favour of the Chil- 
dren of 1/ael, uſes this as a Reaſon, why, 
God ſhould pardon the Sins of this People: 
And ĩt may 3 be pleaded as an Argu- 


ment of Hgpe and Encou ragement, Dan. ix. 


9. To the Lord our God belong Mercies and For- 
gveng/ſes, though we have rebelled againſt Him. 
The Proſpect ' we have of ſucceeding with a 
merciful and gracious God, ſhould greatly 
encourage and ſtrengthen our Faith and Hope, 


when engaged in the Duty of Prayer, whe- 
ther on the Behalf of others or ourſelves : 4 


For has not God in' Compaſſion to a finful 
World, ſo early as Moſes's Time, declared 


| 7 To be the Lord, the Loxd God, meFci- 


ul and gracious, long fuffering, aburidant in 
Goodneſs and in Truth, keeping* Mercy for 


And is he not the 
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rk. 
So much of the Meaning and. Import of 
the Word Supplication as it ſtands connected 
with the Context, and is adapted to the pre- 
ſent Occaſion, 


Anp how becoming, how decent, how 
chriſtian is ſuch a Behaviour as has now been 
deſcribed ? We preſent our Supplications. this 
Day before the Lord, not to inform Him 
what are our Wants, and what our Unwor- 
thineſs; theſe are perfectly known to the 
All- ſeeing, Heart - ſearching God, from 


Whoſe Obſervation nothing is, or can be hid. 


Not to make any Alteration in the Nature 
of God; for His Perfections always were, 
and will continue unchangeably the fame. 
But we preſent our Supplications before 
Him as an Acknowledgment of His Provi- 
dence and Care, and that we havea conſtant 
and neceſfary Dependence upon him for all 
Good, and to qualify ourſelves for the Recep- 
tion of further Favours. And this we may 


be aſſured of, from the uſual Methods of His 


Providence towards other Nations, the Mae- 
lites particularly; that a Change in us, Re- 
formation 


(2) 
fortnation I enn, in Heart * ties ir this be 


found in the Inhabitants of theſe Land cho it 
work no Change in the Nature of God, yet ĩt 


will ſo far alter his Diſpoſition towards us, as 


to prevent His great Anger and Fury being 
pronou nced againſt us, which ſooner or later 
is {ure to take Place, if we ſtill continue a diſ- 
_ obedient, rebellious, and unreformed People, 
Thus much you gather from the Words of 
my Text, I may be they will preſent their Sup- 
plication before the Lord, and return every 
one from his evil Way. The very Manner 
of ſpeaking implies, that if they did this, 


God would be further propitious to them; 


but if not, then they muſt take the Conſe- 
quence: For great is the Anger and the Fury 
that the Lord hath pronounced againſt this Pen- 
ple. Which leads me to the ſecond general 
Head, to-ſhew, | 


II. WuarT we are to underſtand by Re- 
formation. - It is a Work that begins 1 in the 
Heart, and ſoon diſcovers itſelf in the Life, 
It lies in a turning every one from his own evil 
Way; in leaving the Paths of Sin, and ex- 


changing them for thoſe more ſafe and ho- 
nourable, 
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nourable, and every Way more advanta- 
geous Paths of Virtue and Religion. It is 
not complaining of the Wickedneſs of the 
World about us, nor a declaiming againſt the 
Vices of the Age in which we live: It is 
poſſible, nay, it is eaſy for a Man to go thus 
far, and at the ſame Time the Luſts of his 
Heart may remain unmortified, and an In- 
dulgence given to the worſt of Sins : But the 
Work of Reformation muſt begin at Home: 
we are to acquaint ourſelves with the Plague 
of our on Hearts, each to forſake his own 
Iniquities, and to enter upon a Life of un- 
feigned Piety and real Goodneſs. And would 
every one but reform one, we ſhould all be 
the Favoutites of Heaven, and Bleflings from 
above ſhall be ſhowered down upon us, 
= a fruitful _ in the — 3 
Ce, 


In order thus to amend every Thing a- 
miſs, it is neceſſary that we become ſenſible 
of the Evil of all Sin, and Gad's fore Dif- 


pleaſure againſt it, and. us for it ; that we 
pray for a real Change in our Souls, or that 
by powerful.Grace our Wills may be brought 
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into an jntire Com pliance with the Will of 
—— 3 which if we do, we bare the 
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the Life, and wie ſhall return to our Duty, 
and to our God, with as much Pleaſure, nay, 

with more, than ever we had in forſaking 
Him: We ſhall have ſuch a real Love for 
true Goodneſs, and take ſuch Delight in 
practiſing it, as to ſay in the ſinoere Lan- 
guage of our Souls, each with particular Ap- 
uit rag 7 That which I er not. 
| teach thou me, a me {1 hey ene nga, 1 

will d ne mare, Ich pour, 32. n 
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Tursz two, Repentance and Amend, 
ment, God has cloſely joined together in His 
Word; and therefore none of us ſhould dare 
to put them aſunder in our Lives. The, 
Rule is, Caſe to d Evil; learn to db well :. 
Put away the Evil of your Doings from before 
mine Eyes, And then it follows, Come now, 
aud let us reaſon together, though your Sins be 
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ar Scarlet, they: ſhall be as idol, though they 
be vol like Crimſon, they | ſhall become white as 


Su, Ix) l. 167 Our going round in a 


Courie of Duties, in outward" Attendances 


upon God, in the Ways of his own Appoint- 


ment, will ſignify nothing : We may preſent | 


our Supplications at his Merey-ſeat never fo 
often, all is but as a dead Letter, full of In- 


fignificancy, if our Hearts and Lives become 
not ſincere and good. It is ſaid in the Pro. 


phecy of Joel, the third Chapter, the 13 
and 14 Verſes, Rent your Hearts, and not 


God; for he ir gracious, and merciful, flow 
to Anger, and of great Kindneſs, and repent«- 
eth him of the Evil. The next Words are, 
Who knoweth if be will return and repent, and 
leave a Bleſſing bebind bim, evex a Meat-of- 
fering, and a © Drink-offering unto the Lord 
your God ? 80 in the 7th of Feremiah, the 
23d Verſe, Obey my Force, and I will be your 
God, and ye ſhall be my People, and walk ye 
in all the Ways thut I have commanded you, 
that it may be well unto you. And again, 
Anend your Ways," and your Doings, and obey 


= he * of the Lord gour God, and the 


D ow Lord 
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mee es hiv of, thn Bai be b proc 
nounced againft you, Jer. xxvi. 13. The whole . 
Tenour of ſacred Scripture runs to this Par- 

poſe, Return ye every one from his evil Way, 

and amend your Deings, and ye. ſhall dell in 
the Land which I have given to you,, and te 
gour Fathers, Jer. xxxv. 15. Gall calls upr 
on us, you ſee, to confeſs our Sins, and to 
ſupplicate His Mercy, and at the ſame Time 
to tectify what is wrong, Whether 1 | 
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Fun razn, Pig © hat hath mc | 
faid upon your Minds, let it be conſidered, 
| that Prayer, or Supplication, without Re 
formation, is of no Eſteem in the Sight of 
God; of ſuch as faſt and pray, but do not 
reform, God ſays, Mn, ag 
Handi, I will hide mine Eyes fam. you ; and 
when v male many Prayers, I wilt-not hear, 
1A. i. 15. Of ſuch hypocritical Services it 
is ſaid, Offer them now to thy Governoys, all 
He be pleaſed aoith ther, or acogpt thy Perſon, | 
faith the Lord of Hoa? Mal. i, 8. And ſhall 
we venture to make à Tender of ſuch Ser- 
vices to God, as would be ungrateful to Men? 
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Appl. Frei Hite as dann ſaid, — 
, that we pray, "car wo reps, nd: 
- Now, ler we peak of Pads js 
you' and myſalf. © Be prevailed with,” 1 be. 
— nal! aſcend 16 Heaven 
with Acceptance and Succeks ; they ſhall not 
unden t 12 — & to 
* on with arenen to 3 . 
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ere ces 
cn int he Lhewe unit in Bialalf: Ik 
this be not the Purpoſe of our Hearts; we 
are now doing nothing to Purpoſe. The beſt 
need-fome, nay, much Reformation; they 
11 neither are they already 
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ara your own Sins, rather than thaſe af other 
Men, and firſt pluck the Beam out gf your-own 
e, before you pretend to cenſure others. Eſpe 
cially have a Regard to thoſe Sins which do 
maſt eaſil/ beſet you, and ſtrive to get them 
mortified. wy Ne Ty 
r. N 1arlf W . 
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Mar to Jene look/into your Fas 
milies, and ſee what i5-amils.amongt-your 


Children; and your Servants, and let; Vice 


but keep up the Fear of God, and maintain 


a conſtant Regard ta Religion ther That 
is a good, Rule laid dawn in the Book of 


706, and let it be taken as the baſt Advice 


neſs cheell in thy Tabernacles;- for then ali 


Spot; ra, bun 
falt be ſiegfaft, and ſhalt nut fœur. But bon 
fine not your Regards barely to. yourſelves; 


your own Families, and a few Friends; but 
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have. no Oountenance in yaut Habitations g 


that can be given to che Heads of Families. 


Fob xi, 14, 15 Verſes Madhinii le i, 
Hand, put it far away, and let not Wicked- 
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Diſcourſe, to recommend Charity — | 
all its Branches, this being an eſſential 
<A Ie 
tion, The War in Which we are no 


gaged, ſeems to be entred upon with gteat U- 


nanimity, which renders the Proſpect the 
— and the Iſſue likely to be the 


more ſacoefaful ; and ſurely it will be our 


Wiſdom and Security, who live 3 
ſo brave and wiſe a People as err 
mays, among worm it was an _ a 
Principle, to facnifice their | FR W 7 1 
and eee 
do ſo, the Hapes our Enemies may poten 
. ll ped Hf 
Attempts to ruin us ve ineffe 
— e a Bubwark er. 
Force to ſecute our Liberty, 1 4 
our Religion, and to baffle all the 
Endeavouts of Popery and arbitrary _ 
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ing -I need not ſay the rg. any, thut we 
are following that Courſe which thoſt who 
hate us, and would be glad to fre us an un. 
done People, NE ONO AD 
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"wh Lurks 5 your Benew⸗ 
tence, ane eee 
ther, but'alſo your Beneficence, your Chas | 
| rity or Liberality to the indigent and induſtri- 
© *ous, particularly at this ſevere" Segen, and 
perhaps the moſt ſevere in the Memory of 
Man. This is what Humanity calls for at 
dur Hands towards thoſe who wear the ſame 
common Nature with ourſebves, and it is a 
truly chriſtian Duty, on which our holy Re- 
ligion lays the greateſt Streſs. To db Gun 
then, and ts communicate, forget not; for with 
e eee nn 
for whom, ſays the Apoſtle, e ud 
Aire to die. Out of your Abundance liberally 
contribute to the” Wants of your 
neceſſitous Neighbours, and then as your own 


Wants return, your Supplies ſhall be grant- 
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ed. Fr e Pics ar the Poor, lend. 
eth tg the Lord, and that 1 2 

will He pay bim again, Prov. xix. 17. 


Daxs of Faſting and Prayer are proper- 
ly connected with Alms-giving. Thus much 
we yy from what the Prophet ſays, 1@, . 
i. .5, 6, 7, 8, 9 and 10 Verſes, b it fuch 
« Fu that Thaw cloſe? 4 Doy for a Man 

to afflie# bis Soul? Is it. to bow down his Head 
4 @ Bulruſh, 7 
es under him? Wilt thou call this a Faſt, and 
an acceptable Day to the Lord? I not this the 


Faſt that I have choſen, to looſe the Bands of 
Wickedneſs, to undo the heavy Burdens, and | 


to bet the opreſed go free, and that ye break 
every Note? I it not to deal thy Bread to the 
hungry, and that thou bring the Poor that are 
coſt out, to thy Houſe? When thou ſeeſt the 
naked, that thou cover him, and that thou bude 
not thyſelf from thine own Fleſh ? Then ſhall 
thy Light break forth as the Morning, and 
thine Health ſhall ſpring forth ſpeedily, and 
thy Righteouſneſs ſhall go before thee, the Glory 
| of the Lord ſhall be thy Rere-ward. A 
| thou call, * 
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th - LP OIOY and be ſhall ay, ee 4 
tho take acvay from the mas Fein 1 
the putting forth of the Finger, - ati pen : 
Panity : And if thou draw out thy 1 7 1 
Bungry, and ſatisfi the aſfficged Soul, then fall 

ty Light riſe in * 12 thy Darkneft | 
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. 170 conclude. Let us * e with the 
Il. God of all Grace, that a Spirit of ſerious 
Chriſtianity may more and more prevail a- 
mongſt all Ranks of Men; this would be æõ 
bleſſed Preſage of Good unto the who 
Land, and the Proteſtant Intereſt in general, 
add no more, only that fervent Prayer in 
the Prophecy of Joel, Jol ii. 17. Spare t 
Peaple, O Lord, and give not thine Heritage 
to Reproach ; that the Heathen ſhould rule o,fr 
them ; wherefore ſhould they fay among the Fes: 1 
ple, here 7 is den God ? Amen. 3 4 
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